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Walsua,
Omarumuitu,
Opotiki.

June 1923.

To
The Hon. the Native Hinister,
WELLINGTGON.

Friend, the Minister, greeting.
This is & Petition from us,

the ¥hakatohea tribde, to you with regard to our lands which were
oonfiscated by the Government of Kew Zealand in 1865 for caertain
deeds which were done at Opotilkd by the Hauhaus. You will
remarber that we petitioned Parliament on account of the heavy
gufferings we had undargone throught the confiscation of the
greatsr part of our lands. The petition was referred by
Parliament to the Govermment and after gome years of waiting on
acocunt of the great ¥ar & Royal Commisslon was appointed.
This Commission sat at Opotiki heard all aqur case, and algo ths
cass for the Croin. and after dus congideration of all the papers,
maps,arguments and evidence, reported that the Whakatohea tribve
bad been too heavily pﬁni’uha& for'the sins they may have
cammtttsd in those days when the 'Ea.nh&u! woere inflaming and -
exciting the Maori people and t.hat too much of the Whakatohea
1ands had been confiscated and teo 1ittle returned to them.

Friend, the Hinister, we &Te grateful to ths
Govermment for appointing. the Royal Commission to inquire into
our grievance. ¥e mow pray you to consider in what way your
Govermment can assiet us and give us back some of the land which
was not Justly taken from uss ¥e also pray to you that you
will set up some tridunal t.o'l inquire ag who are the Droper
persons t.o regeive a.ny rnllef-.-;'.ﬁ'ch the Govahnnent may see ite
way to afford to us. The old people will presently all be

-geparated from us and u;_guai'rg.:%ﬁ"m gnhuiry ahoulg. ‘be ma.dq

while a remmant of them {s still living. . Again there ‘are many .

Yaoria in FNew Zealand who are conneoted with the Whakatchea

~




"D
=8
5
e
X0

W

tribe by whalapapa but who are not propsrly lapbaru of the
Whakatohea tribe and who have no rights to Mtohu lands.
Heither they nor their branches had any part in the works or
fights or doings of ths Whakatohea tribe. These people may
set up olaims to participate in any relief which may be granted
by the Govermment to the Whakatchea tribe, so we ask you O
Hative Minister to hold ths inquiry as speedily as possible.
Cur requests are tio:-
1, That the Govermment will give effeot to the report of the
Royal Commission and return to us some of our land.
2. That a sppedy i.nquiry be held to find the persons who are
entitled to receive any relief granted by the Govermment.
That is all.
From your loving friends, from all the hapus of
tha Whakatohea tribe.

(8gd) Hari Hari Ra.napila and others.



