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Long=-gtanding Hative grievancesi

Thepe are

a) Aorengi ;
b) Patutahi
¢) Vgipuku-Patea)

(4) Confiscated Landa, The preliminaries to a settlement of the
grievames re thase were provided for in
the Agt of last year, 1 refer to this queation in detail later,

(o) - o] gouth Island), In regard to this, it is pro-
sed to set up a Board reprecenting the

claimanta after the mutton-bird season is finished. The meeting

will have %0 be held at Tuahiwi and the personnel of the Board

determined, Negotiations for settlement can then be made with

the Board. (lee last year's Act),

Reverting to (d) Confiscated Landge The Commission which deslth
with these matters er chairmanship of the late Judge sim mude
recommendations, of which the material anes recommended annual pey-
ments amounting to £8,600 to variocus tribes. The Day of Plenty
tribes are left in the cold except the tribe at Opotiki whioch is to
receive & paltry £300 a year. The funds are for the purposes of
publioc benefit, notably education, It was felt by the llaori llembers
and the late Prime Miniater that the compensations recormsnded were
inadequate, and that the Bay ¢f Plenty tribes deserved come considera=—
ticn. Ur, Coates has left u memo. on record expressive of his Views.
I have aeked my Privete Secretary to attach a copy thereof to this
memorandum,

The position is then that the late Government are in favour of
a generous pettlement and will support us in regard to it. The Labour
Menbers have assured ms that the sum I mentioned in the licuse in the
pre=election Jeesion, namely, Taranaki, Vaikatoy, and the Bay of Plenty,
This will also inolude a payment to ane tribe at wairoa (H, Bay) to
whom the Commission recommenced a payment of £300 a year,

Dealt with in the HNative Land Aot of last year,

From the point of view of the VYongolidated Fund, the Government
is being asked to assict the tribes conserned in regard to eduocation,
health, farming, and soclal advancecment to the extent of £15,000 more
& year, such sum %0 be adminiustered by Boards representative of the
tribes beneficially interested,

The series of Rative Meetings ccheduled to discuse the proposed
ssttlementa ares

(1) wairos January 19th, 1929

(119 Whokatane " 29th, 192
(1i1) Ngaruawahia March 15th = 18th, 1929,
(iv) Vgitara, Tarunski, Apri] 1dth. 1929,

I went to go to these armed with definite proposals from the
Goverment for settlement us followsi

(1) ¥airoa: In regard to the Kauhouroa Claim to settle at
a year, the sum to be administered by a Board
representative of the claimants for purpoces of general
utility to the beneficiaries,
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(11) &f-anﬂ In regard to claims extending from Tauranga
i to settle as followei=

& ; Tauranga: £1,000 a year:

b) WVaitaha: £350 a year to be paid to

ths Arawa District Trust Board, which already
administers an annual gum of sé ,000 in settlement

of the Lakes claims, This Board has done and ig
doing exscellent work that augurs well for the sucocess
of other proposed gettlementse.

(o) RNgatiawa and Tuhoe: Thie iu the mujor Bay
of Plenty claim and affectc the largest group.
£2350 a year recommended.

(d) Vnakatohea (Opotiki): The Commission
recommended £300 a year, a very inadequate emount, £900
a year is recommendede

(414) %ﬁy The Cormipsion recommended £500 a year.
aim had the most extensive inventigations.
8ir Maui Pomare ig content to leave it at that figure
and I am assured that the Tarenaki Natives will accept
it,

(iv) #to; The Commission recommendec £3,000,

'1' s appeared to me inadequate., The Maori

2 M,P.'a before the elaot:l.on recommended £4,500
at Sir Maui Fomare's sugreetionss I should
persanally like to see it £5,000, btut 3ir Maul
insigta that historically Taranaki should be a
little in advance of vaikato and that in any
cage if £5,000 a yesr were allotted to Waikato
£500 of it should be appropriated to Tauranga,
a tribe which wuffersd mch for the .uilkato
causd,

If ugreed to, Doards should be set up at each of the
meetings ucheduled above and preliminaries arranged for
legislative action next 3esscion.

I think that all partiss in the iiguse will be anxious
t0 see thepe mattcrs out of the way this session. I pers
Bonally am very anxious to get down to bedrock with them
and to have leglelation in train before the end of April in
case you wighed me %0 vigit the Cook Iglandis and Western
Jemos befcare the seesion opens.

(Sgde) A.Teligata
— 17/1/29.
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WAIOMATATINI F.Ce
Gthe Jumary, 1929

Dear 3ir Joseph, i
I em mach obliged for your wire whioch relieved my

mind and released me from attendance in Wellington during the cur- ;

rent ten dayse. ot anticipating alevation to Cabinet rank I had

made some important Uaori fixtures up ‘o the third week in March,

some of & public nature, othersa more or lese tribal and ons con=

cernad with the inswmuration oi the firei llaori Biohop to his

duties among my people here. I have also to meke the best arrange-

ments I can for the carrying on of several businecses with which I

have been cannected locally, sheep farming, dairying, and co=-

operative trading. All, I am glad to say, are going well and

gharing in the prosperity or the time.
That you may know the present position of Native

Affaire and the proyramme to be carried through between now and the

next pession, I give some general notess The schemss about to be

referred to are taken over ans guing concerns from the Coates' re=

gime, and I have had to do wvith them all more or less:

4. Consolidatio tle latiye Lands. The schemes in
operation acel

(a) North suckland covering Bay of Islands, W“hangavel,
Mangomi, and Hokianga Counties.

(b) Eing Country, covering Vaitomo, Otorchanga, Kawhia,
Teumarumii, and parts of Ohura and Veipa Countles,
also Te K.uit.:\. and Taumarumii Boroughs and Otoro-
henga Town Boarde.

In this conneotion it hae been deemed advisable
to set up a Commieslon to inveetigate llative lesase= ‘
holds, the Commission to cansist of Judge MacCormick, ‘
Me e ten East Coast farmer and valuer), and
Richards who was on the Deteriorated Lands Commisaion,
I hope to submit this to Cabinet on my return so that
ths Commisaion may COmmMence wWork.

(e) Bay of Plenty, covering lLative Lands between Taupo
and Maketu owned by the Apawa Tribe, Lative lands
at Ruatokil owned by the Ureweras on which they are
dairying, and Native lands between ppotiki and
Caps Runawaye

These have been partially dealt with and gtatr'fa have

been ereated to carry the work on. oSome additions 1
ins required for the Opotiki=Cape Runaway landsge

(d) Mohaka, JFour series of blocks are involved. Crown
purchases need to be aggregated and the balence, the
Hative cwned country, to be subdivided into family
holdinga,
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(&) ?oggnern waiapu, This is the last series to be
e in my own territory and takes part of
Walapu County and the whole of lMatakaoca County.

Problems that arise for consideration by the Hative
Department in connesction with the Lands Department end Treasury
relate to the writing off of a proportion of survey charges, end tc
the location of lands to be awarded to-the Crown in lieu of
survey charges and rates compromised with the local bediess The
definite proportion of gurvey charges determined with the Coates
Acministration wag that in the lorth Aucklasnd, King Country, and
Bay of Plenty districts all interest was to be written off and
two=thirde of the principal, the one=third of principal remaining
ae a charge %0 be satisfied in land., Considerable concessions
are also to be made in lMohgka (owing to the low quality of the
land and the relatively high cost of surveys) and minor detailed
cancesvsions in my locality here,

While each schcme has 1ts speciel staff of office and
field officere under the rescpective Registrars and Judge of the
Netive Land Court, it was felt that a supervising body should
overlook all the schemeu, Cabinet at its meeting on the 14th,
of last month approved.of the eppointment of the Chief Judge
Jaones, Judge Carr, and lir, Primrose (Lands Uffice).

141, QConsolidation of the liative Land Lawes Yoates has already approv-
ed of Ghief Judge Jones and the Grown Law -raftsman undertaking
this works It is remarkable, howaver, that the last consolidating
measure was put through as one of the Acts of your own Government
in 190y, HNow, after 20 years, the jocb is once more for your
administration to undertalke, It remains for Cabinet to determine
the remuneration of the worke I had a conference with the two
officers mentioned leat month and came t0 the conclusion that
£300 would be an adequate sum for the work. 3Salmond in 1909
consolidated 15 years legislation. He received with those who
assisted him £100, but was I think also aseisted in his vieit to
Australia the same year. Ths precent undertaking involves the
revisv of 20 year'a active legislation and will not be merely a
congolidation, . lot done in Herriea' time will have to be undone
and some provision maeda to Le made for such departuees as may be
varranted to emphasige ocur policy. ifuch of the work will also
have to be done in the officers' own time., I propose at any
rate to submit L300 for Cabinst consideration,

111 Re=organigation of the Department and liative Land Courty One or
two u% Eﬁg Judges are due and past due for retiring ace. I wich
. to selze the opportunity of an extensive reorganisation of the
Departmental and Court staffse As a matter of policy the Jjudi-
cial funotions of the Court should in prac:ice take second place
to its administrative funotions, It should be forged into a
more efflcient machine for making possible the settlement and
occupation of Native lands, I have suggested to the Under=gece
o retary a agchems on the following linsses

(a) Two Judges now in charge of special diptricts to be
relieved of thoge special charges and given a roving
gommiaaion to oleun up the heavier judicial work of the

(b) The routine work of the Court, such as partitioning,
appointing successors, probate, exchanges and so forth,
has been much reduced by the consolidation schemes now
in progress and should not occupy the time and attention
of highly paild men, It should thus be poseible %o promote
two or three men to administrative positions at, say, £600
a year instead of appointing Judgea at £750 to a years

(c) vhere a particular circuit is staffed with keen, sym-
pathetioc officers the lending of money to laori farmers
and the supervision of the ex dliture of these moniecse are

) in experience found to be best undertaken by the Maori Land
- Boards and not the iiative Trustee. The funda of the Native
Trustee ars, as a matter of fact, the surplus funds of
the Maori Land Boards.
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I have iceas about the Native Trugt Offlce which
I would like to submit to you pPersonally as soon ag
tha opportunity offers,

(4) uaori officers of long service and proveq ability are
not getting the change in the gervice that thgy degerve,
and this position will need earnegt congideration,

1iv. Lo_ng-stm Native grievances: These

a) Aorangi ‘
b) Patutani Dealt with in the Hative Land Aot of
C) Vaipuku-Patea) lagt Yyear,

(d) confiscateq lands, The preliminaries to a gettlee

. nent of the grievances re thege vere provided fop
in the Aot of last year, I refer to thig question in de-
tail later.

(e) Ngaitahu Clainm (South Ialend), 1In regard to this,
; it is proposed to set up a Board representing the

Reverting to (d) Configoated Landa, The Comuission
which dealt with these matterg unier the chairmanghip of the
late Judge 3in lnade recomnendatione, of which the material
Ones recommended anminl Payments amounting to £8,600 to
various tribea, Tha Bay or Plenty tribes are left in the eolg
8xcept the tribe at Opotiki which is to receive g paltry £300 a
year, The funds are for purposes of rublic bensrit notably
education, It %as felt by the laopi Members and the late Prinme

Coates has left g Qemo on record expressive of his views. I have
asked my Private Seoretary tg attach a copy thersof to thig memorane
dum, _

The position is then that the late Yoverngent are in
favour of g ganerous settlemsnt ang will support ug in regard
to it, The Labour Members huave assured me that the gum I
Bentioned in the Houge in the prewelection Gesslon, namely
£256,000 or an anmual payment of £12,500 18 ingsdequate,

1 have carefully considered the matter ang hope Cabinet will
approve of an anmagajl payment of £15,000 for purposes of
general bensfit to the tribes oongerned, namely Taranaki,
Vaikato, and the Bay of Plenty, This will algo include

& payment to ane tribe at Vairoa (He Bay) to whom the Commig
=8ion recommendad a Payment of £300 a year,

to education, helath, farming, and 800l1al advancement to the
extent or £15,000 more a year, such sum.to be adninistered by Boardsg
reprogentative of the tribes beneficially intereateq,

The geries of Native ieetings 8cheduled to discuss
the propoged settlements ares

(1) Vairea, January 19th, 1929
(119 vhakatane " 29th, 1929
(114 Ngaruawahia, March 15th, = 48th, 1929
(iv Vaitara, Taranaki, April 18th, 1323,

I want t0 get to these armed with definite proposals
from the Government for settlement as followsi=
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(1) Vairoas In regard to ths Kauhouroa Claim
Bettle at £900 a year, the sum to be
adminigtered by a Board representative of
the claiments for purposes of general utility

to the bensficiaries.

(11) %‘@thg: In regard to claims extending from
auranga to Opotiki to settle ms followal

ia; Taurangas £1,000 a year;

b) Waltsehas £ 350 a year to be paid to
the Apawa Distriot Trust Board, which
already adpinisters an annual sum of
£6,000 in settlement of the Lakes claima,
Thia Doard has done and is doing excellent
work that augurs well for the succesa of
other proposed settlementa.

(s) Ngatiawa and Tuhoe: This i3 the major
Bay of Plenty claim and affects the
largest groups £2350 a year recommendeds

(d) Wnakatohea (Opotiki):s The Commission
recomended £300 a year, a very inadequate
amount. £900 a year is recommendsd.

(1441) ZTa it The Commission recommended £5000 a

: yeares 4 claim hsad the most extensive inves-
tigation, 8ir Maul Pomepe is content to leave
it at that figure and I sm asasured that the
Taranaki Natives will accept it,

(iv) Vaikatojy The Commission recommended £3000e
This appeared to me inadsquate. The laord
#.P.'s before the election recommended £4500
et S4ir Maui Pomare's suggestion. I should
personally like to see it £5000, but Jir
Maui 4insista that historically Taranaki should
be a little in advansce of Waikato and that in
any case if £5000 a year were allotted to Waikato
£500 of it should be appropriated to Tauranga,
a tribe which suffered much for the Walkato cause,.

If agreed to Boards ahould be set up at each of the
mestings achedulesd above and preliminaries arranged for
legislative action next seasion.

I think that all partiss in the House will be anxious
40 sse these matters out of the way this sesalon. I
perscnally am very anxiocus to get down. to bedrock with
them and to have legialation in train befors the end of
April in case you wished me to visit the Cook Ialands and
Vestern Samoa before the sesslon openss

%g;om o% Parliesmentary Progedurs; I am preparing praposals
~you when I coms down, which, if approved by

Q

yourself end other Miniasters, may be submitted by memorandum
to the Recese Committee set up last month, You can then
dscide when to convene the members of the Committee,

gook Eig%g and Samoai I am making myself familiar with the
gene [~ iong the former group so far as it is poselible
te do so0 from extant legislation and departmental reporta.
Fortunately, the Journal of Polynesian Society gives full
information of the history end traditions and of the ethno-
logy of the Cook Group., I hope also to have the assistance

of Judge Ayson, the Resident Commissioner , due in Wellingtan
on the 14th, instant, I em informed that Cook Islanda

affairs are in good sghapo.s




54891 \

- You expreuved the possibility that you may want me
$0 visit Sumoa on behalf of the UGovernment, I am not frothe
ing %o go down, but if you deem 4t advissble 1 am prepared
7 to do so. In such oase it would bé a good thing to
: make ons tour of the Cook Group and. Vestcrn 3amoa, Coates
had intended going acroas this aut and suggested taking
the Haori Memberus. iy idea 18 reprecentative Maoris
shonld accompany the Minister, and provision ghould be made
for, say eight, two from each elegtorate, If relation-
ships could be established between leading Hatives of each
branch of Polynesians under lew Zealand rule I am sure that
reactions would follow favoursble:to good and peaceable «
government, “uch a tour at the expense of the Government
would be a better investment them the Parliocmentary party :
which toured in 1921, ' !
I have been for two years of the opinion thai we are
over-rating the status and importangs of Samow. Because.
i control came to us under the "eace Tyeaty and as 8
mandate f.on the League of liations we hava thouht it necess-
ary to play up to the dignity of the, mandate by creating
- a speoial Ministry of External Affairs:with all the pare
phernalia of a @pecial Under=Jecretaryghip and oo Ol
Somoa in the limelight beceme the gosl of ambitious men
from the Pyblis Service, not selected for experience or
high ideals of serving the Jamcanse) but attractaed by a
deaire to further their own ambitions. This 1o apart
from the military tone of the administration imparted the
to by Alleny Eell, and Hogworthy. In Coates' time I ad=-
vocated the levelling down of the nature and character
of the Semoan administration to what has angwerad go well in
ths Cook Ielands apnd with our own people here. thought
that Cook Islands and Samoa both should be attached to the
Native Affairs portfolio. I presume that 1%t could aot
be offected right swey for political reasonss Ik was a
big step to take the job away fram Hoswerthy and @ttach
1t to the Prime Miniater, who was also the Hative Minister.

I am putting this quite impersonally, but.I think that
the Hative services mhould be co—ordinated froa .lew Zea-
1and to Rarotonga and 3amea and the whole contrelled by
the lative Minister. The land systems and custons ;
are practically the sams, and who ghould underst better
the makin;; of them than those trained an the Ngtive Land
Court staff in this country? We have found it the wisest
thing to send Judges down from the Hative Departmeént to
run the Cook Islands, Gudgeon, Palmer, MacCarmick, and now
Ayscne The only time there was trouble was when & de—
parture wvas nade aild a Magiastrate sent down with np Native
axperience. Tate made a gatisfactoryt job of Jamoa becauee
of the three administrators preoceding, the present man he
was the only one that had an extensive experiemce of iaori
custons and ways of thought heret Jones, the CeJs Of the
Native Land Court, or MacCormick, or Rawson, of Carr would
have administered 3amca with little tyoublse

It is ressonable, I think, to urge that junior afficers
in the Native Department ehould have in the line of pro-
~ motion a turn in Cook lelands and in Samons The Public
, gertice in Semoa is not benefitting by e Zealand's ex-
perience with the Maoris of New Zsaland, laboriously ac—
quired over a century, or with ths Maori of Rarotonga, .
govering thirty yearss On the other hand that service !
is wasting uuch of its time in relearning old lessons
through the practical experience of making many and costly
mistakes, that might easily have been avoided if we had! "
gone armed with Maori experience. , ‘»

Take Health — 1 drafted the mbédel by=-laws for the
Maori Councils in 1800 for the late Jir James Carrolle
Vhen Rarotonga ceme under Carroll the model by-laws becams
the foundation of Cook Islands ordinances. They have
since been incorporated in Jamoan ordinances, but with
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Just the modifications that we carefully avoided here
from our experience of Maori paychology. We avolded
the head taxes that have led %o so many banishments in
Jdamoa and now to Tamasese's imprisonment,

Hae any Maori been mﬁrisoned in this country for non-
paymant of his rates or taxes? .Ites not done here, Why
ggaiiain Jamoa and press it under the guise of upholding

we

. Lambton Guay is elmost snakelike in its curves bedause
it has greduslly grown so. The most obvious thing a
# newly arrived town~planner would say about it would be
5 that it should be straightened, Well, Richardson's sur—
/ veyors found Tamasese's hedge protruding a bit over the
! E idesl lins for town-planning in Apia and proposed to remove
the hedge, which had been there long before the New Zea=
landers ocoupilsd Samoa, and Temaeese the scion of a royal
line. Tamasese's protest was brushed aside as beneath
s contempt and the hedge cut down., Any intcrferense with
: the execution of the law was deemed a breach. If it had
been & pakeha's hedge the road line would have conformed
%0 it. A little thing but eloquent of the kind of ade-
ministration we have had and praobaobly still have in Samoa.

I think it fair to you and to myself, when you conteme
plate sending ms to Samca, that you -hould know these views.
Purther, I would breuk the lau movement by cancelling all
Native banishments and Tamnsese's sentence, by recalling
Nelson to Samoa, and putting them all on honour to straighe
ten affairs in Jemoa on conditions (a) that the Govermment
polioy in regard to the marketing of copra continue with
modifications; (b) that the Semoans contribute a reasonable
gum towards the maintenanse of the Health services; eand
(o) that, if in two years good government and orderly
adninigtration of affairs are re-established, Samoa
sahould have more representation in the Lagislative
Council at Apia.

The time should then be ripe to have, say two
Rarotongans and three semoans attached in an advisory ceape
acity to the Legislative Council in New Zealand. They
would ait in the Council but without a right to vote
except on measures specially relating to the Coak Group
. or Samoa.

Vii, Settlement of laoris on land: I spent the greater
par e 2] 8 a closer study oi the
country about Tuupo and Rotorua and its possibilities for
Kdaori gettlemsnt. A orown blook near Taupo tovnship
and some Native land on the Atiamuri rosd Juet out from
the Hemo Gorge at uhakarewarewa would, if avallable, Just
sult the scheme, Between 180 and 220 families could be
settled there on sections that could be broken into dairy
farms carrying trom 30 to 50 oows each, I cannot give

[ details here, but hope to have the opportunity of discuss=
- ing them with you and Forbes.on ny return, - The schenme
. is not at all contingent on railway facilities being
» provided, but is dependent on some public works expendi-
ture in roading and bridging and on the active assistance
of the lands and Agricultural Departmente.

' I hope your health is standing up to the vast amount of

work you have to do, The Reform papers are happy cnoe more, that

they can cackle in chorus sbout your financial policy. Their

greatest disappointment is that you have been sble to bring the

8tate Advances up to date and bridged over the unemployment diffi-

::t;? 80 readily, For the rest, the season and the world markets are
JOUue

Yours sincerely,

(s8d.) AsTeNgata,




