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TAMATEA-NUTI AND KAHU-HUNU-
IUNU.

Tn hoth Mnori

When its Mnori

nceeptable history enmes to be written,

TTistorienl Kailainl
unil Pakeha nepeels,

ns n basig for its Pakehn history, some-
thing very lilke what is here vontained
ought to find an honoured place in it.
Neced I ndd, that Knitain, is well-en-
titled to have written history—anll of its
own!

Search all acceptable Maori history
and 1t were diffieult indeed {o lind 2
more celebented fathor and som, than
that presented in the following p esons
of Tamatea-nui and his Kaitaia-hora
son, Kabu-Thunuhunu, They belong
ta a period of 20 generations ago (from
18G5.)  As scoms proper in the cases
of some great men, there are eonflieting
elnimg ng to the birthplnee of Tama-

tea-nui,  Both, Muri-whenun  (North
Cipe), and Tanranga (knst Conat)
claim that grent honour.  As n proof

that he was horn at the North Cape
the Norvthlanders nver that it was thero
where he in neecord-
anee with an aneient custom, in the
enges of those of high-born lineags;
ancd from which cireumstance he re-
ceived his second name of. Tamatea-
ure-i-haca, or Tamatea-the-cireumeised.
As T have never henrd that statement
digputed, the North Capo apparently,
holde-the-flonr, on the

witg ecirenmeised

point. Hao is
Inown by this seeond name, thronghout
New Zealand. Tt is tradition that hig
father landed ot Rangiaohia (Doubtless
Bay) in a canoe named the Takitimu,
which there eame to pgrief, and it was
turned into a sea-roek, which is via-
ible to this day.  Be that as it may,

It appears certain that it was at Mu-
viwhenua (North Cape) that Tamatea-
nui mayried his wife, Te Kurn (aunt of
the high and notable ehief, Tohe who
gave the name to Whaaro (Ninety-mile-
Beach); who was the daughter of Nga
Manu and Pai-mihia, doseendants of
thoge much earlier ancestors, Tuhouhia
and Manwhena, degeend-
antg of the original and aboriginal an-
cestor,

themselves

Tupntupn-whennn,  Tuhouhin
aned Manwhenun lived nnid died at Tau-
toro (inlamd Hokianga), and were thero
buried on the little islet Motu-whara-
ngi, whieh so heantifully adorns and
graces the Kerern Inkelet,  So it was
known to our olders as: The Caslket, or,
Mausoleum of Mauwhenn (*‘Te Pouw.
alen o Manwhenn), Now we ean get on.

Recollections of a Rambler

By Hare Hongi

Having married his wife, Te Kura,
Tamatea-nui took her to the mamland
to feast on the wild pigeong of Tnlea-
hue, whieh he had procurpg for her in
quantities. They then lived at O-Rongo
ten (Now, Kaitain) in the pa named,
Tinotino; and it was there where the
boy, Kahu-hunuhunu was Horn,

When his navel (piti) dropped off,
Tamatea-nui took it aside and buried
it in the earth, together with three
sacred peebleg (whatu-kura), as an Iho-
whenua, (Sacred binding link, between
man and land.)  Joalous of their local

rights, the  Northlanders regard-
el that  net as o most  high-
handed  onme  on  the part of

Tamatea.  Nor was that softened by
the faet that Tamaten had surrounded
himself with the most venturesome and
turbulent spirits amongst the young
men of Ngatn-Te-Awa; that time-hon-
onred  ancestral  name now
beenme highly abnoxious,

Thig seetion of the old Northlanders
had built nggressive png at Whangape,
ITerekino, Ahiparn, O-Rongoten (Kai-
tnin), Rangaunu, Hukatere, Orurn, and
Ranginohia, (to which later they waore
quite weleome), With thig they had
the whole of that part of the country
in a state of constant alarm and turmoil
for they planned to get the mana and
whole distriet.
Sueh was the state of affairs when Ta-
maten, quito inndvertently. and in ne-
cordance with ancient eustom, buried
And it is interest-
ing to record that that net originated
the name, Kai-taing which has quite
guperseded the ancient name of O-Ro-
ngo-ten  (Bright news; Glnd tidings).
For the act directly nassociated itself
with the pigeons of Takahue which
since the advent of Tamatea, had heen
slnughtered (““tain’') in their abund-
ance to provide hird food (kni). And so
Kai-taia, The locnl chiefs at onee
set up a system of foreible ejeckment
(riri-pei) of the Ngati--Te-Awa seetion;
without, howover, interfering with Ta-
ma tea.
story.

which

Tand rights over the

that iho-whenua.

We may now get on with our

Tn the meantime Tamatea had had n
aplendid sen-going eanoe built at Wha.
ngaroa, and there with 70 picked men,
he embarked in it, bound for Tauranga
(Bast Coast). In order to dispose of
him and to he left free to troat of his
Kaitain-horn son, Tahu-hunuhunu, we
will give to him this paragraph and

. to commerorate him.

show how (Tamarereti expeeted) he be-
ecame thé most famous navigntor of
purely Maori history. From Tnurangn,
Tamnton aniled south on n project of
circummnavigating tho Nulku-roa (North
and South Islands of New Zealand). At
times with a few companions he walk-
ed, sending the eanoe forward, from
bay to bay. In that way he reached Te
Whanganui-a-Tarn  (now  Wellington
harbour). He then erossed Raukawa
(Coole Strait), and renching the Bast
Coast of the South Island, proceeded
southwards in the same way, that is,
partly by walking, and partly eanocing.
Arriving ot Murihiku (compare Muri-
whenua), he turned westwards and
consted down its west coast. TFor ho
found that owing to its voughness and
steeps it was impossible to walle any
eongidernhle portiong of it. - On rench-
ing its Arapnoa end (Cape Farewell),
he steered a straight course for Wan-
gunui, where he atnyed nwhile. e then
proceeded north, passing the Waiknto
nnd Kaipara Tends, and ealled in at
Holkinnga.  1rom there he sailed along
rounded the North Cape, and returned
to hig starting point, Tauranga. He
had cireumnavigated the Nukuroa, We
arg told that it is 1000 miles in length,
To cireumnavigate its capes ang head-
lands one would need to cover some 3-
000 miles A bold and hazardous under-
taking. From that splendid aceompligh-
ment le got his  third and  fourth
names, and of these his descendants
are particularly proud: Tamatea-pokai-
whenua and Tamatea-pokin-moana (or
Tnmatea who ericled the mainlands; anq
Tamaten who  elreumnavigated  the
oceans), T have nlready indieated that
Tamaten was and is  woll-known
through out hoth Islands. Many coastal
spots and places of the interior, visited
by the indomdtable explorer, nre named
But it is for the
Southlanders to crown all by naming
their towering and mighty, eternally
gnow-eapped mountain range after his
eanoe, “Takitimu Pae-Maunga’’
(Takitimu Mountain Range).
nl()li'l”l'lellt to n l'(!lll'i\\r'l'![‘d
which ig more enduring

Surely n
ancostor,
than  hrags!
Taurangn has, however, the unqualified
honour of heing—of all tthe Nukuroa—
his favoured spot. So there we may
now leave that father, and follow the
career of his equally famous son, the
Knitain-horn

KAHU-HUNUHUNU,

-entifieally-made eannls,

So, the boy, Kahu, grew up at Kai-
tain (O-Rongoten). Referring again to
the origin and significance of this nnme
of Food-Ahundnnee, There were the in-
numerable hirds of Takahue, the wild
dneke (parern) and cels of Lake Tango-
nge, which in their seasons were trap-
ped in numbers by means of those sei-
There was an
unlimited supply of fish in the Rangnu-
nu Bay, ineluding the much-prized edi-
ble sharlk (kapeta), which were taken
in thousands. Then here were the
ginnt bivalves (teheroa) in their hroad
ficlds of Whaaro (Ninty Milo Beneh),
and there were the kumnra, uwihi, tare
and hue (gourd) plantations, which ex-
tended from the mouth of the Awa-
nui river, through the Knitain valley
and all along to Paamapuria, around
and below which the very Iargest cul-
tivationa throve. Truly, fhere nue
‘"Food Abundance’’ (Kai-tnin), and
Kaitain people literally lived on the fat
of the land.

It wns amongat these sgurroundings
that the Ind Kahu matured. At a very
carly age he appeared to have taken a
leading part in advising nnd managing
syatematie operations, hoth on land and
at sea. For, as a young man, it was
said of him: Kaluhunnu is an industri-
oug man, and ono who knows how to
manage worls, both on land and at sea:
(‘Ko Kahuhunu ho tangata ahuwho-
nua; mohio ki te whakahaere i nga
mahi o uta, me o te tai’?’).
on land ineluding the ordering and
building of village:houses, on a system,
nttending to eultivations, with a specinl
regnrd for their proper irrigation and
drainnge; hird-snaring and spearing ap-
pointments; an encourngement of the
irtg of earving, tatooing, weaving, and
ranoc-making; while those of the sen
were, of eourse, tho management of ca-
noes, and a gtudy of the sonsonable
times for taking the hest fish and shell
figh.

The following particular description
is given of him: Kahuhunu wag a man
of aminble qualities,

The works

He wns never
known to take part in a quarrel, much
less n hattla, e was very tall, and ho
wore hig hair long. This was drawn up
fo form a top-knot (Kou, Putiki).

MARRIAGE

When quite a young man, Kahu mar-
ried his first cousin, Hinetapu. She
wag 0 dnughter of Te Ra, the senior of



hig aunt, Te Kura. There, wera soon
three children of the union, nnmely, Ta-
matoa-iti Haruatai, and Poupoto. Yet,
and wnotwithstanding his aversion to
quarrelling, fate willed that he should
live, more or less, with that Ngati-te-
Awa section which was being Forced off
the mainland, into the infertile swampy
and sandhills further north. Aud, it is
said that: Their eanoes covered the
waters of Rangaunu, and were to be
seen by after generations, around the
Bay, decaying in dry rot, to dust (popo-
pu ibo; popopo iho)

Prossed further nand further north,
they couceived of—inforce—opening a
canul from Awauui to Kaitain, which,
on a high spring tide, would carry up a
fleet of warrlor-filled canoes; and so ve-
gain a mainland footing, They invited
the geniug of Kahu to suporintend that
work, That, Kahu agreed to do, from
a pride in its engineoring difficulties;
riuther than from any gympathy in their
war-like intention, But, ns the work
proeceded, the workors not only encoun-
tered timhor, but tho wholo trunkyg of
forost trees, Those pluyed havoe with
their digging tools, which were mado
of Mai; probably the hardest of New
Zealand woods. That, and the foreihlo
ejectment pressure together, caused
them to roluctantly abandon the pro-
ject. (As a boy, I explored the vestiges
of that canal work, The lapse of inter-
vening generations, and the annual
sturdy growth and decay of flax and
ruupo, had largely closed its water-fill-
ed outlines. But, there it was. Thoe
nim appuarently was to tap the river at
a peint below Kaitaia (where we huilt
that lower bridge).

Now fully grown to man’s estate
Kahu began that voaming life, which
he continued until well past middle age.
Telling his wife of his intention to at
once leave for Tauranga, in the south
he pressod noses und bade her farowell,

““But, you will comg back to your
children,”’ wailed his wife.

"There are others, many; was his

eryptic reply, No truer words were
ever gpolcen.
TAURANGA
Having decided to travel by foot,

with a few companions, Kuhu started
gouth.  He knew the luy of the land, ay
well g 3F he had a map with him, But
uvun gu, the walliing  was  toilsome
enough. There way then no main road,
and it way only occasionally that a
narrow path was chanced upon, leading
to the south. His purty was hospitah-
ly detained at the various pa-villages
on the way, and evoentunlly ronchod Tau-
runga. There Kahu had a most affect-
ing mecting with his father, Tamatea,
whonm he hud not seen sines infancy.

Taurangs with its Ngati-Rangi (Nga-
ti-Awa) peoplo appears to have been a
very eonsiderable place in those far.off
days of Kahu, Iis father complimented
lim on his resolution to travel south-
ward, to view the lands of hig country
und their tribes, Tama alse strove to
induce Kalu fo necompuny him on o ma-
jur expedition, But Kahu plainly told
him that far-distant and prolonged ex-

poditions had no appeal for him, He
intended to coast along southward by
vory easy stages from bLay to bay, With
that he left Tuurunga nnd buving made
u short stuy at Te Awa-a-te-atau (the
river of the god':\wanui-a-rungi), he
journeyed on to Kohi’s Kapu-te-ranga.
WHAKATANE

Here wus the lust pu of his Nygati-
Awa ancestor, Toi, und here he was
cordially weleomed by kindred of his
own grandrather, Rongokako, and took
unto himselt o wite, Meanwhile our

vrgl Kuitwin-born Knhu, gon of u notu--

ble tuther, wus rapidly gaining o pecu-
liur ruputution of his own, for the sud-
donness in which he got straggling and
disorderly villages, huts, canoes and cul.
vivations, put inte the most excellent
vrder, It became un uxiom how  the
young men rose to exeeute his will, Ang
it is these things which afford glimpaos
uf the Kahu of those days, who was
climbing the ladder of fame to the
spoctaculur curver which he left behind
hin. The soul of industry himsolf ho
quickly inculented thut in others, 1l
Wus au intense adveente of that father-
Iy and motherly advice to their mutur-
od spus and daughters, which has pass-
¢d into proverby, The man who pro-
cures und cultivates foods, marry him;
the muu who sits about the house,
thump biy noddle, (Or, Tane i te mahi
lkai, mocu; tane i te nolio-whare kurun
te takatuka): Waline i te ringavinga,
wiewne ka kaman moea; wahine i te
ngutungutu, whukurerera. atu), The
maid who iy nimble with fingers and
fout, marry her; the maiden who is
uimble with lips, leave her to herself).

OPOTIRI

From Whakatane Kuhu went on to
Upotiki und there he appears to have
remained long encugh to
himselt anvther wite,

take unto
With the Lave
Unpo, ns his objective, ho then muved
along to Whare-Kahika (Hick’s Bay).

' This old series of villages vested about

the modern’ Hick's Bay, just north of
the KEast Cupo. But Kalu wanted tu
round the Bust Cape und to view the
colintry from there, far southward. So
he ugain wont on and made his next
short stay in the vieinity of Turnuga-
iti. =

The Tolugn Buy of Cuptuin k.
‘his, ut the timo, appears to huve veen
u place of minor importance. So, hav-
ing rested, Kahu made the shorg Joar-
ney to Whangara.

lere (just south of Gable End Iare.
land), there was u very comsiderable
settlomunt of poople,  And hers, Kuhu
wayg shown, firmly imbedded in a Locie,
the guered footprint of his grandrather,
Rungokulo  ~ (“‘Te Tapuwae-o-Rongo-
kuko’"). Tty fellow is some 30 miles
distant. Truly, they took giant strides
in those days! Given a reputation for
quick and distunt travelling, and we
have the materials for those wonderful
stories—in so many lands—of *‘giant
sirides und seven-leagued boots,??

Tt wus ubout this important distriet
wid coast that Kahu spent most of the
years of his middle age. He made short

Jjourneys to Ahuriri (Napier inlet), and
on to Heretaunga (Hastings), But he
ulways retuyned to Whangara, He
made that his permancnt (for him)
lome, until attracted by the celebrity
of the young chicftainess, Rongomai
Wahiue,
MAHTA

DNow bulier known as the Muhia e-
Mewswtat, wne piy of tlug change o,
numeo is that not only is Nuku-tau-rua
the original, proper and descriptive
uame, wud vhe name of its, one-timo,
gl chief, but it is the oxuet inter.
prettion of the term, pouinsuly, Nuku.
Lai-run,

1t was here,  then, at Tawppata
which overlooks Portlund Island) that
Kahungunu (as the southerners prefer
it) espoused Rongomai Wahine, who
Lecume not only hiy final, but the most
celobrated of his many wives, his wite-
in-chiet. Sho bore him a large family,
and it wag with her that he lived and
tuded a long life by dying of old agu
un the impregnable pa of Muungu-nku
Lin,  "This stunds half.way ulong and
un the north side vt the punivsula, Nowr-
by 1 was shown a elearly defined foot-
print. It is the other sacred footpring
of his grandtather, Rongokuako, deepiy
impressed in a beach torrace of papa
rocl,

AND THEN—WAR!

1L iy passing strange that he hiniae]f,
hiy father and hig grundfather, being
ull for peace, the fates willed that his
uld age should be embittered by the
martial ardoub of his many gons and
gruudsons.  Those curried ou sanguin-
ary strife. Not against their neigh-
bours only, but amongst themsoclves.
They pushed and fought their wuy
southward, leaving to posterity a story
feaming  with romance, chivalry and
battle. With herves and heroines (hine-
pare) to the full, As the Ngati-Kuhu-
ugunu tribe, their long drive southward
did not even end at the Wairarapa luke
(near Wellington), Bome descenduuly
of Kahu, Tahulumua and Tahuhupelk.,
crossed over to the South Island, aml
there ug the Ngai-Talu, Dbeeume tho
leading wmodern tribe of that island.

VALEDICTORY—HAERE RA|

It is now oxactly 12 monthy sinee 1
dpeut a long und pleasunt holiday with
my dour old friend, and the dear old
frieud of Timi Kura, Mr. U. O, Ormond
(Te Omona), at his  beautiful and
charming homestead on the peninsula.
Therc we werg in the bosom of hig
family of stalwart half-casts, rep. fool-
ballors, riflo shots und what not, 1t
all hag lived 17 of thom would have
graced pur family hoard, There is some-
thing salubrious about that peninsular
climate.

Came the day when with a pair of
hucks guaranteed to transport two old
men in safety, wo started off to visit
and to seale the pa whereon Kalu had
breathed his last. At the end of a
long ride and having crossed casual
streams  and
the pu.

Irom g broad and splendid flat, just
ubove the heach level, the wide face of

tidal-inlets, we renchod

00z

the pu, Maunga-akahia, towers shiur
up its 800 feet, Wo rodo to tho far vnd
of this and, dismounting, led our horsey
up a steep slope, half-way to the
summit, There we had to tether them
and climb, at times on all.fours, to the
top.  What a wmugnificent view, sea-
wardl Past Gishorne, Whangars and
Tokomaru Bay, to the East Cupe. Land-
wurd, I eould see that the pa was n de-
tached fragment of the terrace, which
stretehed away, uniformly, to the lhome-
steud,  There had been a subsidence,
which had howevor, left the pa situ
standing utethe originul torenve-level,

The pu summit, long and naccow, is
very nearly lovel,  We stepped it aud
figureq that its avea was nearly and
acro and a halt, quite
anough,

And it wns here that Kahu-ITunuhunn
had died! I was vory deeply impress-
ed; not alone from a moving historical

counnodious

sense, but, for the more intimate and
personal gense that, ns a boy of twelve
T had stood on that Kaitaia pu, where
And here, now, in my ol
age, 1 way standing on the spot where
he had died; away hore, in the far
South, Surely, but few of his descend.
auts eould truthfully say that! Kahu
hunu, the Kaitnia-born, founder and
eponymoeus ancestor of the great Ngali-
Kubungunu tribe, that most eonsides-
uble of modern Maori tribes, respoctod

he waus hurn,

and feared, which controlled and held
that vast estate whieh extends frora
north of the Nukutaurua Peningui v, o
Wellington itself, And now, of which
it may bo written: Siec Transit Ciluria
Mundi; Haere ra; ¢ Kahu ma.

The following is a list of his wives,
ag recited by descen -
ants;—No. 1: Hinctapu, Iaitaia, Begat
Tamaten-iti; No. 2: Kuohungunn X
Kuhukura wai-urai, Whakuatane, Begat

hig southern

Pu Tirohing  No. 3: Kubungunu X Te
Huu-turuke, Opotiki, Begnt Rakei
Whakutau and Papaka; No, 4: Eahun.
gunu X Rua Rau-hanga,
eldest  daughter of Raupani, by
his  chief Wauirau,
Ruaron  and  Rongo-maire; No. 3,
Kalungunu X Rua Rere-tni, Whangura,
Begat Rua Rerve-ticke; No, 6: Kahun-
gunu X Hine puaripuari, Wharc-onga-
No, 7: Kuhuu,
gunu X Rongomni Wahine, Tawnpala

Whangara,

wife, Begat

ongn, Begnt Po Whiro;

Begut Kahu-kurn-uui (nnd six othors);
No. 8: Powhnre Kurn enplured ot Kai-
whalka-reirei, Begat Ruatapui.

The Ngai-Tamatea and Ngati-Kalu,
of TRangiaohia and the Pulipi family
of Pukepoto, near Kaitaia, ave direct
degeondants of Kubuhuwnu, by his north-
With
thig short sketeh, which containg germs

ern wife, already reforred lo.
of great historieal interest, we may now
that
Kaitaia_born, Kahu-hunuhunu,

tnke our loave of remarkable

é—(f%_-d-_%:

Wairoa Star Print
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