mogh Boteg on bhe oarly Woadoeks Settlers.

The ballot for the Jaioeka section o took place in 1908, wh-n Lhere was only u

bridle frack, with rou i wnga culverts over the wwny sie. l stresws which the path

A

mist eross, A dray road vesched only as fur as Fatahanea, then twelve nilas frow
Qotiki. After the Waioeks straight, on a rough potholed voud, winoiing in and oub of th
eurves, Lo get theeasiest palh, ithout side or block cutbingsiss one relution from

Christehurch cemurked, when driven in a gig,drawn by a fast aonyswhizeing round the
bends her ieel quike diszy. Trom Foatihanea to Ohonae(then Faraetai) it wes  not
el
possible to conter, 20 horses developed au;belween an aub'e and o joo, known as the
N
vaioeka, 1

ardng two or wore howrs for the disbunce, about 18 wiles. It was nob possible
to puss easily on the traek, wo 17 one saw A pack train in th distance, one [loundg

a 8lightly wided spot and hoped for the best. Charlie Piow a2 partner,Bill Sickie

had the wail contract,driving a buggy and pair to the to thebatahunea store,then wail
N F

and goods bad Lo po with Lhe oack horse triin, the horses carryin., most surprising
loads. One cettler aboub 1993, havin, ordered a i1l :izcd batiy, it had to wait its
burnand wag 1elt on the veréndah of the store 'mtil it ¢ 1l1 be dexlt with., 4in enter-
wising man saw a chunce of & hot bhath,and boiled up several Lins of water,curried

them out and _ol in the bsth for a vood soak. Buddenly a setller ani'i: newly arrived si:
\

ters rode romnd the bend,=n? Bill Diclkie, alwy s rosoureefnl, thruw & horse cover over

thz bath. The settler, noting the stewm Trom the usnzlly ewoty bath, relax-:d in Lhe #58¢
saddle, mgaging in a lanuthﬁbOﬁﬁip with Bill, <hile poor bather swelteved; when ut
last the travellers relented, aod vode on to Onotiki,an almost  cook:d wan rose thankfuli

from his improptu Tuckish bath, ) _
among the first settlers were the belean brothers;Reuben Walson,both near Oponae

Steve Patrie, beside the road to visborne, The Greenwood hrothers, from el on,J.heaulay
dedaath heothers and C.J. Lood on tha Wivirat ., Geo Comer,or Jockey Ueorze,well known,
Three from Wainats Valley . Youys, TBichird 8,8 Texas Richardson,alvey s quoting his exper-
iences on a enttle hoat,and with Texas Cowboys.lle was anbdutstanding man ;who fizures in

a bock recently republished"Doctor in the Snow". Texa s, Bs e wns penerally kriown,was
very good company, but apt to lau_h very heartily at the wrong wosents, diding into

town with Richards,who waws wearing very nably new plum coloured viding nants, they gauned

1t the Tawranga Creck to _ive the horses a o drink, ichards was sitting lasily., with

loase veins, when the horse flua_ us his hiend, then jerked sideways, and poor Richards
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tichardsg Mlew aver Lhe horases ok inlo thie Tloolded erealk,

ay
1

2 disgusled ldok on
hisg Face was too eh lor Texss,Th s ]*em;-_n_mt.r_zd, and vode on jin.o hown, whaerae th:_ay Wa e
siooosed Lo hove lunch sith ous, butoudy Tevas caw: in, sti11 laughing ot the thouht
of Lhat nasly tomble, an? waid Lhe had oot exchas jed one word on Lhe long ride,
Opomae; or Haraetai, was olwost on the site of an enga_emeut with the Manris
in bhe early duys, There wie oo ooblie Horks canp near, wher Lhe rosd was being
tormed; and one of Lhe sbocekespads wa nwied Boton, the Tunily lived 1o Opoliki
for dome years- Lhey had o datighber naeed SNondica, another sborewsan named Creusnel
was aloo  well known o Uhedistricet; s he was al Tutarere Dhore for some years, He

e

married, while he was o Oponse = Teacher of Franch, whose naake 7 forget,and the
. . atins e, . . " 4 s
district wus greatly at wio oreparal ons Tor the cowring of his bride, He sporled «
black curly beard, and had decided Lo gst rid of i, 50 as there was no barber and
1.1 ma .. ; o ; ‘ 2 i

he had not nawe to be chorn in Dpotikl before lea-ing for -uckland, trisd to do the

tri e himgell, one of Lhen §_bbwouorn callel dn Uo see hin, =nd foundiin yith tears of
poguloh in hils eyeu, brying Lo shave Lhe thickfgrowbh with o falety razor, 30 a _ood

samaritan of Miciated with slarp seissors; and used lather and an ordicary razor with

effect ,
George Comer  had « furm on Lhe onsosibe side of Lhe Woiosks, near the Tauranga

creck ~ he had a suspension bridge, and « wesll whoire  snd sboel yards,keesing houss

for himeell, He was ) ile o good cook, aml bottled his own Troid, cade jam ebe. He

used the method of multing the fruit in thejars raw, covering it with syrup, then
ed

cooking and sterilising in A coup oven, thejars paekingoround with cwall itens of

vy 1. B U e W & i R TS Tobs oY O TT 1 , . :

clothing vests socks ete;, ro doing two jobs at onee, He had = Long Job etting cheep

over the suspension bridge, #s they bounch:d together;so eiowe bhat there was no room

for a wan to get over, and the dugs could not move Lhamyat lasl one wen erawled over

the bhcks of the ti htly packed acimals, andwanapgzd to pull om: old esz out of the mob

- 1 { 35 1 ' . - - - A
and onto Miem lund, they had heen frichtenad of theloovse bourds, well sapart.
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Cory He Took the mail and carta_z contract (pack horse
wloge Vel
water flowing beneath . Another story of Bill HMclennan's was of Two packhorse

teams, stopping for refreshment at Mituhansa, one loaded with pipes for a water
L,

supply, theother having umong other things a swzllish tin bath, The ;qheaﬂ-delayed

ruther long,and the horses strolled round, pip in. at the jross and thistles.There

was a clang; and the wmen hurried out Lo find th.t the pipes haw become threaded

throuuhrthe handles of the bath the horses plunged and strugzled, Lhe bath slipped

]
4 . <1 X e i
round under one horses tuwny,snd he commenced to kick,with lond clangs on bhﬁhath

(2 & . - :
by thetime the four horses were disentanpled, the pipes were bent almost in loops
\

and thebath practically worthless. '

- |
Hells Gates wau worderful sight,as the swift water foawsd and bubled between
the huge rocks, very striking when viewed f1om the steap hillsides above. There was

a scheme to make a dam and a small power statéon there, =n ey dam; asd they had at
Opotiki
Okere falls Rotorua,and one at Tauranga, but the scheme fell through, and we joined

the Arapuni scheme.

Ome settler brought his father out from Scotland, and when one o the evicuar's
pald a pastoral visit, th: old man w:e sitting ong the verandah,cather gloomily
surveying the prospect, The viear admired the lovely bush,and river scene, the old

grufTly looksy
nnn'ﬁ?%i?g'ljggmgjy“l Ligks ut the river and says It's all righb, if it wasn't for
the Hills, and then I looks at the ills and ssz to my 5:1C,00'It's all right, if
it wasn't for theygles.
About 1912, a lawyer from aucklund on temporary duty here, decided to cycle up
to visit Texas Richardson, whom he had met and liked. Je try:d to warn him that it
would be a slow and difficlt trip, but he said 30 milss, T can do that easily in the

A
afternoon, He left Opotiki about 2 o'clock, and by six b2 had reachzd  Melean's wool

e
shed,With anoth three miles to £oyand one river crossing

o

» he found the swell of raw
wool over nowering,and decided to return Jown the track, and se k better shelter,
He wmissed any shacks there ray have bean,as it was wisty and dim carly,so at last
he cumped Tor the nisht at a sheltered corner, where there waa a}iny creck and

water fall,collecting rath.r damp ferns and leaves he Hqeent an uncosfortable night
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arrivin; at Richardson about wid day, so -ceary and stifl that he welcomed the

(s

offer of a bhed and s.ept for hours, so his host missed the good talk they had
h
looked foruward too. The lmiliness in tose early dsys #8s a hardship, especilally
for the women, One woman we knew had anervous breakdown, she had bheen a typist in
London, and came direct to the bush farm, The doctor said all she ne-ded was a week
at the‘Waverly hotel inauckland. The same lawyer had a project,t o make himself a
cinue and come down the river to the Opotiki whar{, without mishap or landing = he

reached the Waioeka bridge, then holed the cunoce on a hidden log, and had to swin

ashore,
& great many of the ori_inul pettlers enlisted at the outbreak of war, and did

not return, Ceorge Comer; Jack Oarlislé,both the Gresnclades;Texas iichardson
were all killed in action. | '

Trom fairly e:ly duys, cisualities have been common , in the Waloeka, One man
went out shooting one morning, end was never sesn ajain, It was easy to lose the
way in thick trackless busgh - in fact, in fairly recent Jays men have besn known
to go pig hunting,in the Waiotahi, and aulter thir fanmilies hﬁve grown frantic
at their non appearance they turn up in the Waioeka Gorge.

Peter Tapsell was « very popular ldentity in the upper Waloeks ia le wus a
stockman for the Mclean brothzrs for years, till he enliegted i the [irst World
War, and was one of those who returnsl safely. 4 biy handvows man, he had a fine
singing voice. One of tlw Tupsell's of Malaba —grandson of the first setller there

Rjding through to Gishorne, and cutching the steamer theee was the quickest way
to Wellington, and Lyttelton, before the Main Trunk train began.

The doctors sometimes hed a longz ride, one youny womsn we knew, expecting her
first baby, and staying fTor a change with her mbther in Qpotiki, was advised not
to retorn to the Wiioeka, but was anxiou: to get home for a little while, so risked
the ride{ and the bahy pul i an sppearance, as the doctor said it would & Bhe

slen
took =sirte a long ride, ©n the poor doctor had to leave 211 Lis patients, ride
nearly thirty miles, and officiale as doetor and nurae)hathing the baby himslf

as one towg doctor said "I wouldn't kiow what to

don't you do,you put 4 towel on your knee
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In 1913, whan T laat rode no the ‘aioeka, the road round iaori Blulf, was still
ot made. snd 4 cing was clearin, the rubble [rom the lant rock hlast; the horsss
- - d e 23 (&} =l -

3 e . ' otbrack,an? even ohan b road was
had to ick their way on loowue shale, over an 18 track,an? sven whan the ro
aunnosed to he Find hed, constant aling cccurred.
S 2 i
Host o” Lhe enrly settlers took their turn in roal gungs, to help pay for

felling bhusgh, fencing :nd stocking. It woul! have been bettsr if o lot of the

-|.‘T_L "] £ B TR AT ¢ . &
Il h_ld not be-_‘n S ur VEENCIE i} (:‘Ll‘t. up’ ao it has g1l aed (;-_'110;5-1_01,” G| vwith laCk

gy ol v 5 . " s :
of capital to stock fully wod fence.nuch  fern and serub bne jrown instead of
[ =

grass, The Loy coveced paddoecles mude difficill mustering.Tesas enjoyed another

laugh at a michap of his partner, when mustering)going cauliosly down a steen hill
8ide, he stumbled and fell, slipping down wome distance t1ll his punts cuught
on sbump,snd stopped liis progress, tearing wost of the seat frow his pants.He was

lik - Queen Victoria not amused, and thehearty laugh caosed wore annoyance,buy, as

v

Texas sald," Better your punts than your neck, as could eswily hiave happened.
Another shtocku.n was very lucky, riding on & gteep Llulf, abtove the river, and

taking ut his sheaflJknife to cut uway a brunch of tututhe horse slipped, going straigh
=) y -y ¥ lp 3 E o o
daee bate sti11l holding his knife -
. Al . . .
down into a deep pool -lLhey sarted company in the water,the man swimming out on one
N .

side the horsejan the othey, and rejoining his master as soon as the y found a

shallow ford

A man ealled Gorney had a shack and a swall plece of land jn%t at tha end of the
Waioeka straight, and was rondwan Foc s streteh of sevdral miles, He same into the
office several times on business, and one day, when the oss wa8 Iusy sat walting
in the office where I waws Lyping Suddenly he suid "the King is dead",I though it WS
just a way of opening # conversation like s1; ing “lueen Anne's dead{apd yent on t¥p1ng
1111 the slow chimes of St Stehen, mirking the ¥ing's pauring, e in slow time
Tt seemed an ape hetween the ssuls,and we vealised Lhe ~asiing of & gre t mwen, even

thouzh over shadowed hy 2 dominant mother for fur foo lomg,, ,
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