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36 HISTORY OF THE MAOQRIS.

CHAPTER X.
FORMER INHABITANTS OF THE AUCKLAND PENINSULA.

In the genmeral struggle for exisb-euce, which would seem to
have been the normal condition of the Maori people for the
two hundred years prior to 1335, about which date Christianity
began to gain ground, many tribes went down before their more
numerous or warlike enemies, and, in some Instances, their
very names are nearly forgotten. Probably this is the case
with numerous people who once covered the Auckland
peninsula with their forts and villages, and who hore the
name of Ngaiwi (The Tribes). The history of their destruction
has heen told by witnesses in the Native Land Courts of the
colony, from the archives of which Maori history will have to be
culled. About 150 years ago, the powerful and warlike tribes
of Ngaiwl occupied numercus large pas at One Tree Hill,
Mount Wellington, and a dozen other places in the same
neighbourhood. Their leading chief at this period was named
Kiwi, a man who had evidently a good opinion of his own
power and importance, and a profound contempt for those of
his neighbour. This frame of mind, by no means uncommon
amongst natives, brought destruction on his tribe, for, fancying
himself strong enough to defy the revenge of his enemies, he
treacherously murdered about thirty of the Taou tribe of
Kaipara, and followed up the deed by killing a few of the
Ngatiwhatua and Ngatimaru tribes as well. This act was
looked upen as a kohuru (murder) of such a description that
it could not DLe allowed to rest unavenged. Consequently, the
warlike Trous, under their chief Wahaakaiki, took the field, not
openly, as Europeans, but secretly, and with a firm determina-
tion to surprise and destroy some of Kiwi's pas before his tribe
were on their guard. The war party crossed the Manukau
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Harbour at night on Mokihi (rafts made of rushes) and surprised

and stormed the Taratana Pa, killing all the people. After this

success, they attacked another pa on the same side of the

harbour known as Pukehorokatoa, but, being repulsed with

loss, at once recrossed the harbour. Both sides now prepared

for the final struggle. Te Taou received reinforcements, and

Kiwi collected the whole of his warriors at Paruroa, where he

was defeated with terrible loss, he himself being killed. The

fugitives ﬂ-ed to Mangare, determined to make another stand ;
and, to prevent surprise, spread shells all around the walls of
the pa so that the footsteps of the enemy might be heard
approaching ; but this clever device was rendered useless by the
cunning of Tuperiri, who led Te Taow’s men up to the doomed
pa in the dark, and spread their dogskin mats over the shells,
and thus deadened the sound as the warriors passed over. The
ruse was successful, the pa was surprised, and only a few of
the defenders escaped. The troubles of this unfortunate tribe
did not end here, for, as I have already related, Ngatiwhatua
had also the death of these people to avenge, and, finding the
oécasion favourable, sent a strong war party under Te Pahi and
Takaae, who sailed down the Waitemata and stormed their pas
at Kohimarama and Taurarua on the same day. Having thus
appeased the manes of their murdered friends, they returned to
Kaipara, leaving the conquered lands to be occupied by Te Taou.
From this time Ngarwi ceased to exist as a tribe, but the descend-
ants of the fugitives or slaves are known as Ngaoho ; they, to-
gether with their conquerors, were afterwards in thelr turn almost
destroyed by the Ngapuhis on the raids south. The Auckland
peninsula was, in those perilous times, an awkward place to
lold, being between Waikato and Ngapuhi; in truth, very
little better than that of the traditional sailor between the devil
and the deep sea. Te Wahiniiti and Ngatiira once occupied
most of the fertile country lying between Poverty Bay and the
East Cape, and lived in friendship with the descendants of
Porourangi, now known as Ngatiporou ; but it was somewhat
of the friendship of the wolf and the lamb, for as the latter
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grew in strength they cast envious eyes upon the lands of
Ngatiira, and only awaited a favourable chance to dispossess
them. This opportunity occurred during the life of the great
Kahukuranui, son of Hauiti, who, being in want of seed
kumeras, sent his two wives, Tahipare and Rakau Manawahe,
to the Ngatiira to ask for a supply. The two women went to
Pakurangi Pa, but, instead of getting the kumeras, were
grossly insulted, and would probably have been killed had not
Hini Taupiri, a niece of Kahukuranui, who was then living
with Ngatiiva, taken them under her protection and escorted
them back to Anaura. Here Kahukuranui was informed of the
insult offered to his wives, and, intent on revenge, asked his
niece how the pa could be taken. She replied, “By thirst ;
there is no water within the pa.” The chief pondered over this
remark, and resolved, with more than Maori malice, to make
his enemies suffer; and, to throw them off their guard, he made
them presents of some crayfish, which, after being steeped in
salt water for two days, were carefully dried, and sent to
Ngatiira with much ceremony. A present of fish to an inland
tribe was most acceptable, and the people of Pakurangi held
high revel, while the war party of Kahukuranui quietly
surrounded them and cut off the water from the pa. During
the siege, Ngatiira suffered agonies from thirst, which was
partially assnaged by the peculiar custom amongst Maoris in
like cases of allowing any of the enemy who had relatives
among the assailants to come out of the pa and visit their
friends; and on this occasion the visitors took care to wear
their thick flax mats, so that on returning they waded through
the stream near at hand, and, hastening into the pa, the women
and children sucked the moisture from their mats. This
incident it was that gave the siege the name of Puarumaku (or
wet clothes fight) ; but, unfortunately for Ngatiira, the small
quantity of water obtained by these means lasted hut a short
time, and the pa had to surrender. Some few of the garrison
escaped, the remainder were divided into two lots. Those
related to Hini Taupiri were spared, and allowed to live on the
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land ; the others were killed and eaten. Of the fugitives, some
fled to Mangamatukutulkuy, and were attacked by Tutipuake and
driven to Huiarau; while others fled to Kauaenui, where they
claimed the protection of another branch of Ngatiira ; but while
here they murdered a man of Ngatiporou named Tuteuruhina,
and, in return, brought down Te Atau upon them, who nearly
annihilated them. The few left fled to Opotiki, where their
descendants still live. The Whangara branch of Ngatiira now
took the field to revenge the fall of Pakurangi, but their efforts
were not more successful than those of their friends, for they
were met at Uawa by Te Aotata and defeated with loss, the
chief Whakairi being killed. After this battle they fled to
Turanga, and, collecting another army, attacked Anaura, but
were again defeated, for Tautine, son of Kahukuranwi, not only
routed them, but captured their great chief, Ruataritari. It is
said that when Ngatiporou saw the captive they were struck by
the beauty of his tattooing, and wondered who he was. The
chief overhearing them, and willing his rank should be known,
replied, “T mate a Ruataritari i mate ki te haere,” thus giving
his name and hinting that death would not be unwelcome.
After this defeat, the miserable remnant of Ngatiira did not
again try conclusions with Ngatiporou, but scattered over the
island, some settling down in the Wairarapa. While these
scenes were enacted, Pakanui had attacked Te Wahini It to
avenge the murder of Poromata by the Ruanuku tribe. After
many battles, in which Hinatoka and his enchanted club took a
leading part, Te Wahini Iti were almost destroyed. The
remnant under the chief Hori fled to Turanga, where their
descendants have heen absorbed by other tribes, but the tribal
name no longer exists.

The Waitemata, so the old Maoris say, derived its name
from a great naval engagement that was fought in Auckland
Harbour between the Ngapuhis under Hongi, and the Thames
and Aunckland natives. The battle was fought in their canoes,
and the natives, becoming red with the blood of the slain, it was
ever after called the Waitemata, or the Waters of Affliction.
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