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:;gg; Phe alec of th e Cave of Nuriwai, ilratiava Ancestress!
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A freak cleflt frowm its primal days, gaps the foot of Whakatane's
tovering Kohi Foint, wnicn has developed over the centuriesé;lnto a rugged
cave never nore tnan ten foot high and reacnlng back to a narrowing inter-
ior. This ie ErESEmmds S00=0= wuriwal - 'Uhe Cave of jluriwai' the re-
verad 5nexess and propiet of the Hgatiawa tribe and direct ancestor of
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th e Whakatohea people of Upotiki. “9%4“ Lo BoiC
hat she arrived at Wihakatane in the celebrated Hataatus canoe,
somRTsl-nunMdred yeers 540 gives her immediate lustre, but that she waso
/" evern then, = rare and spiritual identity who conversed with the gods,
could see the future, and wiao was frequently consulted by the warrior
chiefs of those deys, mskes her outstanding.

iHurival holds her own even against th e giant figures of her higﬁ—
renking brothers Loroa { cepbtain) Taneatus (tohunga) and luhi-Ariki (pro-
genator of the lga=puhi of Uorth Aucklsnd )

It was only in her ageing years, after living long at Ohiwa and
founding the fawily waica was ultimately to spread to Upopiki that she
left the werm comfort of her whare and retired %o tiie stark and lohely
cave at Lohi's foot, which incldently was in those days lapped by the sea.

A% its tapering far end she made her-gself comfortable at nluhto|
and used 148 more comsodious body for the fire by which she crouched and
recelved her visitora during the day.

Phis herwit exletence must have added to her renoun, for it is said
that sne wos widely consulted by wuwighty chiefs and tohungas , and further
that her advice was always wise, and her forecasts uncannily accurate.

Th e story goes tunt a small girl from the adjoining liarae-o-Toroa
;{ now Wolreka) brouwmt her food and drihk—daily, but apparantly fearing

ftle 0ld grey-headed luis, wasted no time on the job, but one day, instead
/ of staring at her; she found huriwai on her side, and ohly half=-covered
‘ Wity ner mats, ‘ vile panicked and raced home with the nGWS.
Old Lurivai was certzinly dead and the news ploonmed the whole
setilomeant, fossibly 1t would he sone 3040 years after the landing,

and becouce of the tapu neture of the deceaged, the tribes decided to leave

v iter body  to bhe sods with waonm she regularly consulted. f



T L e
’ —

50 the early tohungas placed an all-time tazpu on the cave, and tie
news spread ahroad,ensuring that there woqla be no haori trespassers, in
the years t0 come. Surprisingly toco, the ban vas respected by the prob-
ing Pelkehz, who ususlly felt the ursge to explore, and discover, and the
level of the floor gradually built up.

Mot until a matter of just on some 20 years ago, when the local chap-
ter of the Jayceecs decided to do something to nerk and clean up the old
cave, was nuch thousht given to huriwai'slrﬁ"tlnb place. The ldea was
to 1ift the rubble of centuries, finding the original floor, and of set+
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ing up a carved memorisl archway over the eatrance and o lavwn at its Toot.

Though at 1drst the local lhiaori 1 esders were h csitant, they finﬂ
ally ggreed provided tiae correct karakia was recited by a mori tonungalto
1ift the tapu. |

This was dones by two tohungas jointly and Faori superstioh was
gatisfied, as well as the mixed crowd of ilzori and Pekeha onlookers, ond
when the long fecitations concluded an excavator set to work on tae debris
of +time until at last the original floor lay exposed -~ scume five foot %ow-
er thaty the passing road.

There was not a fragment, not a sigh of the old prophetess of i

.

past. Pather Time nad done his work well and tae ancestress of tue\

Eaet Coast's ancient days had truly gone to reinga ) %
At this distance, it is interesting to glance at the wakapopa !‘

I

{ ancegtors) of luwmiwal for apparantly they came of blue~b100d stocl, énd

in this direction the student wust be prepared to step into the realil of

the gods a 1ittle,to understand the superauman actions of the heroes of

old. That is the broed theme of the more sneient karakia {chent).

I+ wust not in anywise detract fron the fact that these personzlit-
ies actually lived, but whether ok not they could challenge taniwha (" drag
one), calm storms, or skip to and from Hawaiiki ( sometlmeq without even a
canoe) can be left with “The reader.

It is firwly established that kuriwal came of awistocratic lineag

for the chart following poes back to the aristocrucy of fabled fHawalki —

feka
_ 1
Tyvelaws = ilikeroz
Toroa Puhi-Ariki Taneatua Lurival

-

There is 2 geltuln,wuvt;ene.s ahout Lurivwaits mcmory, wiicl: is
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quite at “ariance with that of ner brothers, ang hax'hignmspirited -neice
wairaka, dtrangely too, there are 84111 fooris today who cannot enter
her cave without! feeling her presence! and others who will Just not enter
it under anyg cirecusstances

liaorl heroes of 0ld éégiiotale zpia pgle, it is 30uewnat singul-
ar thereéihab Wnakstans has two main ancestors who lived and died ﬁhera.
who were female,

Tney were luriwal foreost seeress of the carly days, and the
high—-apirited Walraka, wnolby defying the tapu, wihile the men were aahofe;
inspired the hapless wouen to sBeize the padddles &nd bring the drifting;

Metiatus to shore,
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Footnote: - bhould the reader reside_in Opotiki, 1t is an open

secret, that he or sne, migit clain thst 1t was their own beloved Huriwai
WO Was responsible for saving the grand old migrﬁtory canoe, and not ;
Walraka, as the Whakatane tribes so Proudly miakm ag8ert, But at thibg
"letance 'wahst boots itr! It is sufficient to know that the Lastexn Bay of
Ylenty tribes have two heroines frox the pest, loth of whaom deserve our
feverence and our Pride,

C Kingsley&smith
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