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i Today there is :o

"wharf al Chiwa, and

aiiaid

by fost car aver tar-
il sealed highways. But
50 years ago, when

Waiotahi Beach trav-
cled to Auckland on
social occasions, tha
steamer was the only
practical way fo go.

| *“1he journey took 19
hours if we went direct,
and 24 hours if we called
inte Tauranpa,” she told
me this week.

And she remncmbered. as
clear as a bell. steamers
like the old Waiotahi. the

gapapa, and Captains
1lopkins, and Keatley and
Faulkner, who used to
command then.

Today the land on which
the iwa wharf, and the
hotel, and the 20-acre
horse paddock stood is a
bare, tide-washed exwen-
sion of the Ohiwa sandspit,
just inside the eastern
harbour entrance. There is
no indication that it was
once a bustling coastal
seaport, the focal point of -

company steamers called
ferry boat also plied across

11 Mrs Du Pontet remem-
| bers having to ride her

hurse or travel by buggy
- aiong e Feach fromi the
Waiotahi River miouth to |

b Tortravel by stage coach §
and rail to Auckland from
4 Waiolahi in those days,
1 she said, was a three-day
Journey. By comparison
! the steamer was swift and
no:._Zi;.uﬁmruh.llﬂmm..‘.mm_‘p‘n_
N storms were encounter-
1oed.

4 The Wai :i: was the

...q most scaworthy steamer,
4

4. Company ran a

i Mrs E. D. Du Pontet of

Ngatiawa and the Man-.

the entrance, because that -
| was also the coastal stage-+
coach route. 5

Ohiwa, because the hill 4 i Ued
road had then yet to be put ¢ bt
3 through. :

the
becau

recular

onyway, Auckland is
4 enly four hours awaoy:
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and with Caprain Keatley.®

0oowas ate in
Waiotaht before he  be-
came master in  the
Npataiawa. Sometimes she
was invited onlo the bridgpe
for a better view of the
exciting crossing of the
Ohiwa bar.
! STRANDED

The ships did not always

passenger and goods .make it across the bars,
traffic. said Mrs Du Pontet. She
recalled that the Npatiawa

s FERRY ') was stranded frequently o
When the Northern | the Opotiki bar — and

o ¢« refloated eyualiy frequent-

Iy, and apparentdy undam-
agud, on the next high tide.

She made her last
steamer visit to Auckland
in 1920, meet her

brother on his return for

the first world war. That'
same year the Ohiwa
. wharl, weakened by the
4 scour of its piles, was

ion ol
service

for the coniimu
shipping  freight

resulted in the construct- »

ion of the Kutarere Whar!
in 1922, with a joint loan
raised by the Opotiki and
Whakatane County Coun-
cils.

The pushing through om
a_dn cast coast _.:.:: trunk
railway to Tancatua five
vears later dealt the

passenger
to \p:nr?::_
.h_ times as fast as going overland? Not today,
. ago i Northern Steamship
service between the
lwo poris, . rr«:.::.: &,v Hc\- return.
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Pressure from farmers

.f.?. .tw...ﬁ.,,f..l.. P
stecamet

[ronr:
was three:
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justilied  a coastal
. the Whakatane

, Harbour Board built a new &

wharf at the Ohope end of

The Northern Steam Ship Company’s Ngatiawa at the Ohiwa Wharf In the mwun
when Bbirs Du Pontel nnn.a:rm tu Auckland In her.

wm.::m. nature.’

The bogey which ‘once
made the Ohiwa harbour a
centre of commerce and
trathc, inadequate and
inelticient roads, had been

ithe harbour, The wharf ; overcome. .

s e meamriei ) ONLY MEMORIES
was opened in. 14960 uzn_
Northern company coast N
‘ers like the Maranui ¢} Mrs Du Pontet.

i Moanul, Puranui, Maung
anui and Tawanui called
there for a few  years,
loading board mills ex-
ports and some other local
?rx:_rn and n__mn:m:,,:m
Va little general cargo, unt
i eventually the Ohiwa bar
became so unpredictable
! that trade also ceased.

LEISURE PLACE

Today, the beautitul”
:Oh harbour is a place
for the activities ol leisure
ime, rather than comm-
jerce. Where the Ohiwa
wharl and hotel stoed, the
i scagulls hunt for sh ish.
At the rotting Kutarere
whart, where one has to be
caretul of ones footing. the
local people fish. and 2
compuercial fisherman ties
his boal up occusionally.

At Port Ohope, the
modern  wharf facility
stands desered, a mon-

"the Waiotahi

sitting, in  the sunshine
outside her Waiotahi
seach~home, and 2 ‘lew |
‘others, can remember |
when the Waiotahi's|
warning hooter meant that |
the gangway was about to |
be pulled up from Z_n,
Ohiwa wharf, that Captain |
Hopkins was about to
order the lines cast off, and
that another exciting
vovane Lo Auckland would
“begin with the first turn of
'the s propellor.

ument to the futility of

mans. cllorts matched
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Mrs Du Pontet recalled. Kutarere coastal service a
3 Doth the Npatiawa and the blow from which it never
4 Zu:r papa had been really recovered. Closing-

Australian river boats, and ao,..: of the Cheddar

, storms.

; GOOD FoOD
._.: first Mrs c: Pontet

looked  forward  to the!
areellent meals the North-
-:: company cooks a
w sewards  served  in the .
saloons.
m She made several : _u
2 1o Aucklan
.._?.q her

;
g she
|
i

% a_:,na

{
i

1902 (g
up
Waiolahi property, _ZQ
:: Pontel, whe yag Lorn,
n n We

_:__:: n 1592, was
10,

m then a

1

-tended 1o roll harribly in Valles

ng :: ,_,_F::.. 3 _nq were h:::

Nukuhou and
Wa i dairy factorics
resulted in the Northern ,
company coasters o
ng at Kutarere wh n
they could not work the
4 Oputiki bar, B
lutevmittent cargoes
ed at ::.

75..?? whart until ch
‘when the Waintahi
October that year
r last load of butter.

FINALLY PAID
But it was not until 1951
that  the two
coung made
,7::_2: o complete
can with whic
Jwas b

Shipping had not ¢
_..:.;,.a with
i

the whar|

tno left nl the abaraee.
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