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Hira Te Popo Te Tangata
Opeke Te Marae
Ngati—Ira Te Hapu
Whakatohea Te Iwi

Whakatohea is the tribal designation of the Maori people of
O-potiki-mai-Tawhiti. (Paerata)

The hapu's are Ngai-Tama, Ngati-Rua, Ngati-Patu, Ngati-Ngahere, Ngati-Ira and
Upokorehe,

Their tribal boundaries extend westward from Opape to Kutarere. The blood
of Whakatohea is an infusion of Tangata-whenua, the original ancient people
of the land were the descendants of the 12th Century Toi migration.

Nukutere which landed at Te Rangi (Opape) and Mataatua at Whakatane were the
most prominent of the canoes which introduced the 14th Century Polynesians
to this area Traditiomal history in general began with the advent of these
immigrants.

The term "Muriwai's Mokopunas" used in reference to Whakatohea is an dllusion
to their descent from Muriwai of Mataatua canoe. The Ngati-Ira hapu who live
at Waioeka are of Fast Coast origin being descended from a fragment of the
once powerful tribe of that name who left that area several centuries ago.

Nga Urupa a Ngati-Ira
Opeke is a new area just above the marae. (1900)

Takutae is an old Urupa that stretches inland (4 mile). Many people as far
as Terere and Kahikatea have been interred there.

The pa's and habitations - Opekerau is a high hill at the back of where the
Waioeka School now stands. It overlooks the marae the flats the bush and even
Whakaari (when the day is clear) and across the river where Ruahema and Matiti
(pae maunga) stands tall above the rugged”Interland, as well as all of Oamakura.

Evidence of Opekerau is still obvious such as the hangi stones, obsidian rocks,
shells, rock shaped toki and digging implements. The people built their pa's
on hills which were surrounded by trenches, which suggests that the safety

of the people (whanau) were of the utmost.



Te Puia

Another pa, houses were made of raupo, kiekie and mud. (clay)

The distinct feature of this pa was the Niu pole that stood in the middle

of the pa. Photos are readily available that will show this once old pa that
stood on the now Rogers farm, where his cowshed now stands. Trenches are an
obvious feature. The whole area was called Marowaiwai.

Opposite Te Puia is a road called Orongoiti to where Browns cowshed stood a
pa called Parapua.

Another farm next to Browns owned by Abbots to where McCallions old homestead
stood is a repo (swamp) called Rotohuka from there to another pa called

Te Tarata. It was there that the first Calvary charge took place. This pa
was quite unique becasue the stockade was built and surrounded by Cabbage trees
and when the Calvary charged with their cannons the cabbage trees bent and
catapulted the cannons from whence they came.

Hira Te Popo and his people lived at Te Puia.

He was a man of peace. They inhabited all of Waioeka and all of the flats,
even told that Te Kooti lived at Te Puia also. During Volkner's death Hira
Te Popo took his people inland (Waioeka Gorge) to a place called Maraetai.

They lived in exile 5 years. The rugged hinterland was ever their hunting
ground and is so today.

When Hira Te Popo and his people came out of hiding all their lands were taken.

The Government gave to Hira Te Popo and others 100 acres across the Waioeka
river Qamakura is the name of the whole area. Ko Ruahema te whakaruruhau o
te ngahere me nga pa o reira. The Ngati—Ira settled across the river. Their
pa's on the hillsides and whenever anyone died they took their tupapaku back
across the river to lay at Opekerau and interred at Takutae.

Due to the frequent flooding the Governor gave a piece of land where the marae
now stands. (In the year 1883)

Nga maara kai a Ngati-Ira.
Mai Matahanea (In gorge Woodleys farm)

Ki Hinerae (where log cabin stands)

Ki Whakatangi (Below the marae) and across to Qamakura flats. KXo enei nga
mahinga kai. The furrows are still visible to the eye. Outlined is a map
of the creeks and names and the sources of food got.

Opape, Pakihi, Waiotahe and Ohiwa were food sources of Kaimoana. Medicinal
trees such as Kawakawa, Koromiko, Manono.
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